
Record of KMG Meeting held Saturday 19th November, 13.00 – 16.00,
at The Singleton Centre, Wesley School Road, Singleton, Ashford TN23 5LW

Present: R Ayres, J Bangay, L Barnes, K Bartlett, B Boothroyd, F Butcher, K Button, M Chidwick, S Clancy, L
Cooper, C Hart, Peter and Pauline Heathcote, I Hodgson, P Howe, N Hunter, A Jupp, B Kelly, R Kiddie, R Lane, A
Millar, B Taylor, T Rouse, D Shenton, H Silk, F Solly, A Stranger, S Warry

1. Introduction and welcome by Dave Shenton

2. There was general discussion about where we are now and the next steps for:

 Facebook – thanks to Dave for his work in setting this up, it is extremely popular and is working very well.
The key posts are also available on the website for those who do not use facebook. The importance of the
group being inclusive and helpful was highlighted and the ability to remove people from the group who are
insulting to other members was discussed.

 Twitter – less popular but also no need for change
 Website – a request for species of interest which should be added to the website was made. Karen Bartlett

reported that we cannot make significant improvements to the website without help.
 Newsletter – it was agreed that there is no need for a newsletter given that all up-to-date information is on

facebook and the website
 Group outings – these are being successfully arranged via facebook on an informal basis. There was

enthusiasm for trips to target sites and species and run multiple traps, however the question of insurance was
raised and Leonard Cooper agreed to investigate if it was possible for the group to get insurance for field trips.

 Links with butterfly conservation and other groups are being established

3. General discussion about submitting data including mapmate and data verification
 A request was made for 2016 data asap so that it can be verified and submitted for the atlas
 The importance of submitting data in an appropriate format was stressed, forms are available on the website
 There was a suggestion that the CMRs should be looking for data in publications and social media however it

was made clear that this would not be done in East Kent. Important data should be submitted to the national
database directly or via the CMR.

 The value of having work groups for data entry and verification was discussed however there were only 2
volunteers (Len Cooper and Colin Heart)

 Karen Bartlett is to share the data converter on the website
 A cheaper multiple licence is available for mapmate if enough people want it – please e-mail KMG
 Karen Bartlett agreed to produce a list of all moths recorded in Kent by Christmas
 Karen Bartlett agreed to produce a distribution map of sites from which records have been submitted so that

areas can be targeted if necessary
 Ade Jupp offered to look at our data and to try to set up an automated way of generating maps and phenology

graphs
 It was agreed that a statement would be put on the website regarding the sharing of data with interested

parties once it is submitted to the CMR. There were no objections to this as long as it wasn’t to corporations.

4. Presentation on Garden Moth Scheme by Ade Jupp
 Details of the scheme and how to submit data were given (see attached slides for more information)
 Ade also talked about the possibility of obtaining funding for projects in Kent and asked for ideas (also in the

attached slides)

5. Ideas for future meetings – these were not discussed but will be on the agenda for the next meeting

- A talk on micro photography - cameras used, techniques and how to get the little *** to sit still. To fridge or not
to fridge? Perhaps that is the question!

- Micro/macro gen det - is there interest in the county to run a short course.
- Editing pictures
- Kent sites - sharing who has permission where?
- "Introducing..." series of 5 or 10 minute talks, introducing moffers in the county who, perhaps like me, aren't

well known but are very active. Including sites worked, interesting spp caught, whether they welcome others
joining in, bit of history, etc.

6. AOB
 It was agreed that there should be another meeting in March 2017, Pauline Heathcote offered to arrange a

venue
 The 2011 Butterfly Conservation Moth report is nearly ready for publication. It was agreed that the format of

the annual report needs to be updated.


